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Newsletter, V.7 #1 June, 2001


The year ended with several club members meeting with Warden Specialist Michelle Belanger and Sergeant Dave Peppard concerning rules and regulations for Club Guides.  After several head to head meetings in Augusta and many faxes later, the 1st set of rules and regulations for Club Guides are ready to be adopted by the department.  However, while we wait for them to be officially implemented, the Moxie Gore Paddling Club has agreed to adhere to them as negotiated.

Legislature – Impact Statement – 


The Club’s 1st impact statement was prepared and presented to the Legislature by Bob Schott.  Several Legislators made very favorable comments about the good works the Club is doing – as noted by Woody Freeman.  A copy of the Impact Statement is posted in the Clubhouse.

F.P.L.


Florida Power and Light hosted a meeting of the Paddling Community on April 6th at the Forks town hall, Chuck and Bob Schott represented the club.  At this meeting, Ernie Deluca, recreation manager for F.P.L., issued an ultimatum to the Club.  Either provide them with proof of one million dollars of liability insurance, with FPL being co-insured, or the Club could not cross their lands in 2001.  Bob Schott pointed out to Ernie that current Maine law does not allow the Club to use Club funds for this purpose.  FPL checked this out with the Maine Attorney General’s office and was assured that Bob was 100% correct in his reading of the statues. The A.G.’s office called Bob on April 9th and Bob also stated that Maine’s Landowner Liability Law gave FPL near total immunity from liability of persons crossing their lands, provided there was free access.  Bob also pointed out that though anyone could still sue FPL, their chances of winning were nil, in fact the plaintiff would have to pay FPL’s legal expenses if they sued and lost.  The Legislature and courts are doing an outstanding job of protecting Maine’s landowners from liability threats from persons using these lands with free access.


Ultimatum #2 – A bill was introduced into the Legislature April 11th that will allow non-profit rafting clubs to expend funds for liability insurance.  Ernie Deluca stated that he would waive the insurance requirement for 2001 if the Club supported this bill.  This was not a threat, Ernie said.  The Club supported the bill.


F.E.R.C. hearing – Forks town hall on June 6th, the Club was represented by President Will Schott and Safety Officer Bob Schott.  Bob submitted written comments, which are posted at the Clubhouse, as well as oral comments to the Federal Energy Regulation Commission.  Ernie Deluca did not agree with any of Bob’s statements.  However, several commercial outfitters did.  The hearing was to allow the general public to make comments on the re-licensing of the Indian Pond Project #2142 (Harris Dam) and to see what FPL was proposing for public access to the Kennebec across their lands.  Remember, that FPL is using the river to make a profit from a public resource and in return is obligated to provide public access as one of many concessions.  Free public access would assure FPL of no liability to non-commercial recreacionalists in Maine! – Written comment is open to July 9th 2001 – see Bob Schott for details.


Annual meeting April 22nd, 2001 in Wells Maine.


Preceding the meeting a CPR and First Aid course was provided for Club Members.  Patricia Hesse EMT – 1 was the instructor again.  This was hands-on and very intense.  The highlights were caught on video for our guide training.


Specialist Michelle Belanger was our special guest.  She commented on the rules and regulations, still on hold, and answered numerous questions asked by Club members.


Club offices were elected as follows: President – Will Schott, V.P – Len Pelletier, Secretary – Thom Townsend, Treasurer – Lynne Schott, and Safety Officer – Bob Schott.  29 voting members were present.


Club voted to replace items stolen on the Dead River last fall.  Do not leave club equipment unattended.


Club voted to repair raft damaged July1st, 2000 – estimate for repairs $300.


Club voted to ask for a $2 a day donation for use of equipment and to fund the impending cost of liability insurance in 2002 – estimate is $550.

Out Of State Trips 

The annual Deerfield trip will be September 29th and 30th.  For those who have not run the Dry-way section of the Deerfield, it is the most technical run we do in rafts.  Also the Big “E” will be on Saturday night after the rafting.  Sign-up sheet in the Clubhouse.

West Branch – the Club will post dates in the Clubhouse.

Keep the Club Schedule for the whole season – updates will be posted in the Clubhouse.

Trip organizers – call them to see how much space is available.

For weekends with no one volunteering to be the Trip Organizers – call Bob Schott – he’ll do the best to answer your questions.

Guide training – Guide candidates, can work out a schedule with Safety Officer Bob Schott.

See You On The River

Never Paddle Alone
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